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AMMONIA BY NESSLER METHOD 

Hach 8038     

Facility Name:____________________________________________________________VELAP ID_____________________ 

Assessor Name:______________________Analyst Name:_____________________Inspection Date_____________________ 

Relevant Aspect of Standards Method 
Reference 

Y N N/A Comments 

Records Examined:  SOP Number/ Revision/ Date ____________________________ Analyst:________________   
 
Sample ID: __________________ Date of Sample Preparation:____________  Date of Analysis:______________     

Was samples preserved with H2SO4 and 4C? Hach 8038     

Was sodium thiosulfate added to samples?      

Were samples warmed and pH neutralized before 
analysis? 

 
    

If samples demonstrate greenish or other off colors or 
turbidity during preparation was distillation perform as 
described at bottom? 

 
    

Is a blank prepared with each sample set?      

Are 3 drops of Mineral Stabilizer added to 25 mL of blank 
and samples and mixed by inversion? (For very hard 
water extra Mineral Stabilizer is required) 

 
    

Are 3 drops of PVA Dispensing Agent added and mixed?      

Is 1.0 mL of Nessler Reagent pipetted to each and 
mixed? 

 
    

Is a one minute reaction period started?      

Is 10 mL poured into sample cell?      

Is instrument set at 425 nm?      

Is instrument zeroed with the blank?                                                                                                                                                

Notes/Comments: 
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Distillation if Required: 
Is 25 mL of Borate buffer added to 250 mL of sample and 
pH adjusted to ~ 9.5 (1N NaOH) using a pH meter? 

 
    

Is 25 mL DI and Boric Acid Pillow added to receptor 
flask? 

 
    

Is 150 mL of distillate collected (175 mL measured total)?      

Was pH adjusted to ~ 7 (1N NaOH) via a pH meter?      

Was distillate analytically transferred to a 250 mL flask 
and diluted to the mark? 

 
    

Notes/Comments: 

 


